
The Presidency 

After reading and studying this chapter, students should understand the following: 

·       How and why the Framers created the office of the President, and the somewhat vague nature of executive power; 

·       The constitutional powers given to the presidency under Article II; 

·       The development of presidential power in response to events, crises, and the personalities of the persons holding the office; 

·       The increasingly personal nature of presidential power, popularity and leadership style; 

·       How the presidency managed to become the most powerful institution in American government; 

·       The rise of the presidential establishment: advisors, assistants, and departments; 

·      The role of the president in the legislative process, and how presidential agenda setting has stimulated congressional attempts to counteract                                
presidential influence; 

·       The role of public opinion on the American president as well as the affect of the president on public opinion; 

·       Citizens' expectations of the president and how those expectations are making increasingly difficult to govern effectively. 

Key Concepts: Students should know and understand the following concepts after reading this chapter. 

Appointment Powers 

Articles of Impeachment 

Cabinet, the 

Executive Agreement 

Executive Office of the President 

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act (1985) 

Impeachment 

Inherent Power 

Line-Item Veto 

Louisiana Purchase 

New Deal 

Pardon 

Patronage 

Presidential Succession Act of 1947 

Presidentialist vs. Congressionalist View of President's Legislative Powers 

State of the Union 

Twenty-Fifth Amendment 

Vice President 



Veto Power 

War Powers Act 

The Bureaucracy 

In general, after reading and studying this chapter, students should understand the following: 

·       The role bureaucracy in a government (i.e. the 'muscles' of government); 

·       The problematic relationship between elected officials and the bureaucracy; 

·       The historical roots of the federal bureaucracy and its evolution in response to crises and the increasing demands of citizens; 

·       How the modern bureaucracy is structures and how it works; 

·       How policies are made and the impact of the bureaucracy on policy making; 

·       How agencies are held accountable by citizens and by political institutions. 

Key Terms: Students should be able to identify and define the following terms, and understand their relevance for American government. 

Administrative Adjudication 

Administrative Discretion 

Bureaucracy 

Civil Service System 

Clientele Agencies 

Department 

Executive Orders 

Government Corporations 

Implementation 

Independent Agencies 

Independent Regulatory Commission 

Iron Triangles 

Issue Networks 

Merit System 

New Deal, the 

Patronage 

Pendleton Act 

Rule Making 

Spoils System 
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